
From: Keith, Jennie
To: Jackson, Ryan; Idsal, Anne; Dominguez, Alexander; Fotouhi, David; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Bolen, Brittany; White,

Elizabeth; Molina, Michael; Brazauskas, Joseph; Bennett, Tate; Benevento, Douglas; Garvey, Megan; Servidio,
Cosmo; Ross, David P; Block, Molly

Cc: Eng, Connie; Mutz, John (Fletcher); Clarke, Victoria; Fugh, Justina; Tyree, Robin; Kitamura, Louise; Richardson,
RobinH; Yeany, Philip; Grantham, Nancy; Hope, Brian; Keith, Jennie; Campbell, Ann; Monroe, Scott

Subject: (ETHICS) API Luncheon - January 7
Date: Monday, December 23, 2019 12:09:00 PM
Attachments: API SOAE Invite.pdf

Hi There!
You’re friendly ethics official here, chiming in with not-so-merry ethics advice this morning. I
understand you received an invitation to a private luncheon (i.e., not open to the public) for API’s
State of the Energy event on Tuesday, January 7, 2020. Several EPA political appointees have
received this invitation and I am providing this ethics advice to you in the event you want to accept
the invitation and attend the event.
President’s Ethics Pledge
This is a prohibited gift under the President’s Ethics Pledge. Pursuant to the Lobbying Gift Ban (a
section within the President’s Ethics Pledge), you cannot accept gifts from federally registered
lobbyists. American Petroleum Institute (API) is a federally registered lobbyist. The gift is the meal
provided at the event. Therefore, because there is a meal provided by a federally registered lobbyist,
this is a prohibited gift. The value of the luncheon is $38.
I want to attend this event. How can I attend?
If you would like to attend this event, then you may write a personal check made to the order of API.
API will be accepting payment at the event via any of its representatives at the door. Paying for the
luncheon means it is no longer a gift and therefore, you have not accepted a gift from a federally
registered lobbyist. The Agency cannot pay for this event.
I have cc’d your respective ethics officials / staff members supporting this event as a courtesy. Please
advise OGC/Ethics whether you plan to attend by responding to this email.
Thanks!
Jennie for OGC/Ethics
Jennie Keith | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4312 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground
deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-3412 | fax 202-564-1772





From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Griffo, Shannon; Duross, Jeanne
Subject: conversion to Schedule C
Date: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 9:54:00 PM

Hi there,
I understand that you recently converted from AD to Schedule C, effective 2/17/19. In this
position, you are required to sign the Trump Ethics Pledge. Jeanne Duross or I will set up time
for you to come see one of us for an ethics briefing on the pledge and to sign it for us. In
addition, let me take this opportunity to remind you that you are VERY VERY tardy in finalizing
your financial disclosure report. You need to finish that up ASAP so that we can be sure you
fully understand your recusal obligations.
Justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772



 



From: Motley, Judy
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Fugh, Justina; Keith, Jennie; Jenkins, Juanita
Subject: Ethics Travel Form - Michael Molina - (New York-UNGA-USCIB)
Date: Friday, August 23, 2019 12:00:40 PM
Attachments: MOLINA, Michael - 2019-09 Ethics Travel Form-UNGA-USCIB.pdf

Attached, please find your ethics travel form approved by OGC/Ethics.
On behalf of OGC/Ethics,
Judy

Judy Motley
Program Specialist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel
Air and Radiation Law Office (ARLO)
202-564-2917







From: Motley, Judy
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Fugh, Justina; Keith, Jennie
Subject: Ethics Travel Form - Michael Molina - (New York-UNGA-WRI)
Date: Friday, August 23, 2019 11:25:55 AM
Attachments: MOLINA, Michael - 2019-09 Ethics Travel Form-UNGA-WRI.pdf

Attached, please find your ethics travel form approved by OGC/Ethics.
On behalf of OGC/Ethics,
Judy

Judy Motley
Program Specialist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel
Air and Radiation Law Office (ARLO)
202-564-2917
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President Donald Trump speaks at a steel mill in Granite City, Illinois, on July 26, telling the audience that they should vote for

Republicans.

WASHINGTON ― Top White House staffers on Tuesday said that “official” government 

events are part of President Donald Trump’s efforts to help Republicans in the coming 

midterm elections ― an admission that public dollars are being used for partisan political 

purposes.

One staff member on a conference call with reporters, responding to whether Trump 

planned to visit “purple” congressional districts rather than the safely Republican ones he 

favors, pointed out that Cabinet members ― including Housing and Urban Development 

Secretary Ben Carson, acting Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew 

Wheeler and Energy Secretary Rick Perry ― are already doing that.

“And while these are official events, and I want to be clear about that, official events 

obviously drive earned media attention,” said the staffer, whom the White House would only 

permit to be identified as someone “familiar with the president’s thinking.”

“You know, the president’s Cabinet and senior staff have done 35 events with or affecting 

House districts in August already. Over 35 events in August already. I wanted to make sure I 

repeated that. And these include people and places like Secretary Carson in Mike Coffman’s 

district in Colorado 6; Secretary Perry in John Katko’s district in New York 24; acting 

Administrator Wheeler with David Young in Iowa 3; Ivanka Trump with Keith Rothfus and 

Mike Kelly in western Pennsylvania. All targeted districts. All fitting that, and I’m using air 

quotes, the suburban districts that I think you were inferring the president isn’t spending a 

lot of time in,” the staffer said. “Presidential rallies deservedly drive a great deal of attention, 

but there are many tools in that toolkit.”

A second staffer ― who is also familiar with the president’s thinking, according to the White 

House ― pointed to a recent trip by Trump “for” Rep. Rod Blum of Iowa and Rep. Mike Bost 

of Illinois. “Remember, too, just right before August he was in Iowa and Illinois for Bost and 

Blum,” the staffer said.

Except that the July 26 trip had no political events on the itinerary ― only “official” ones paid 

for entirely by taxpayers. Despite this, Trump told the audience at a U.S. Steel plant in 

Granite City, Illinois, that Democrats supported illegal immigrants, so voters should back 

    
White House Admits Trump Is Using Official …
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From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Fugh, Justina; Griffo, Shannon
Subject: Financial disclosure follow-up and screening agreement draft
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 11:04:00 AM
Attachments: Mike Molina draft recusal statement 5 21 19.docx

Hello, Michael – Justina asked me to assist with completing the review and certification of your new
entrant financial disclosure report as well as finalizing your formal recusal/screening agreement.
There are a couple of outstanding items to complete everything:

1. New entrant report: I have a question regarding an asset that you reported on your new
entrant report -

Part 2 – Filer’s assets and income: 

2. Recusal and screening agreement: I’ve attached a draft recusal and screening agreement for your
review based on the assets listed on your new entrant report. (We can update this as needed once you
submit your annual report). OGC/Ethics has previously advised you – and you have assiduously
been following that advice – regarding your ethics obligations, but this document will formally
notify folks about your obligations.

Please review the document and insert the name of a person to screen matters that require
your participation. Once you’ve completed that, please print, sign, and date the document,
and distribute it to the listed employees, and please send a PDF version to Justina and me so
we can close it out.

I am happy to come by to walk through this with you and answer any questions at your convenience. Thank
you for your attention to this.
Sincerely,
Ferne

Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
Ethics Office – Office of General Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building – North, Room 4413A
Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) 
Mail Code 2311A
Desk phone: (202) 564-8046
Cell phone: (202) 306-2998

(b) (3) (A), (b) (6)



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: Follow-up discussion with Ferne Mosley/Ethics

Hello, let me know if this works for you to continue our discussion. I can either come by or we can talk over the phone if you prefer.

Thanks, Ferne



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: Follow-up discussion with Ferne Mosley/Ethics

Hello, let me know if this works for you to continue our discussion. I can either come by or we can talk over the phone if you prefer.

Thanks, Ferne



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: FW: Integrity
Date: Friday, January 3, 2020 11:04:00 AM

Hi Michael,
I think that this is what happened with anything that was dated 2019. In late July, you were
completing your New Entrant Report and your 2019 annual report (covering calendar year 2018
from the time of your appointment to 12/31/2018). We worked together on both.
After you came to completion on the new entrant report in late July, I worked with you on
completing and submitting your 2019 annual report. I worked with your financial advisor  to
make sure you received the correct data for your annual report – your 2018 assets and transactions
from May to 12/31. We worked together a couple of times on how to correctly enter the data. You
got the hang of it, and you entered the data yourself (which was a serious amount of data entry!).
Unfortunately, you accidentally mis-dated about  transactions. Although they happened in 2018,
you listed them as 2019. Perhaps this is what you’re remembering?
You realized the error after you submitted the report and contacted Justina and myself (see email
below). Because you didn’t have time, I changed the dates for you. I have audit records of each
change that was made, so I can provide you with a list that you can compare with your 2018 file
from  if you want to be sure. I believe that I made sure we were working solely with 2018 data
from  I don’t think we were even discussing 2019 activities – we were laser focused on getting
the annual report in before the deadline, which was 8/13/19. You did make the deadline. No
changes have been made to your report since that date (any changes would have been recorded in
the audit trail, and there are none beyond the changes I made on 8/13).
As to continuing reporting of transactions, I probably told you (because I tell everyone the same
thing – it’s pretty rote) that it’s your legal responsibility to report transactions no later than 45 days
after they occur, and that at the end of the year, you can import all of your transaction reports into
your next annual report. Each month you’re late there is a $200 fine, and even though in the past we
rarely fined people for this offense, the Designated Agency Ethics Official decided at some point this
year that we’d start issuing the fines. If you don’t file transaction reports at all, then the matter gets
referred to the IG.
I can understand how the situation may have gotten jumbled - your working life is SUPER busy and
you and  have a LOT of data to report. You might want to consider seeing if someone
from  could do the transaction data entry as your designee in INTEGRITY on a monthly basis. In
that situation, they do the data entry in a 278-T form then you review it, you sign the form, and you
submit it. In the past you’ve been clear that you don’t want to pay such an additional fee from your
marital accounts because of your public service, but it really might be wise to do so. Let me know if
you want more information on how to do that.
Let me know how you want to proceed.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432 | Visit us online!

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 1:18 PM

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)



To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Integrity
Merci.
Really.
I hope I did everything else correct. Let me know.
MM

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 13, 2019, at 1:14 PM, Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> wrote:

Done!
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries:
20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 4:28 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>; Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Integrity
Justina/Margaret,
I have submitted my 2019 FD form. I mad ethe boo-boo of miss dating about of the
transaction dates. I was hoping to find time today to change them, but I did not. I am
out of the office tomorrow. To be clear, the dates at the same…by that I mean, August
12, Sept 14, Oct 10, I just listed them as 2019 on accident. If you can review the rest of
the document, I can change the dates later this week. My apologies.
MM
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

(b) (6)



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: Hi are you free for our call?
Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 11:04:00 AM
Importance: High

Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Bolen, Brittany; Harlow, David; Molina, Michael; Jackson, Ryan; Bodine, Susan; Hanson, Paige (Catherine);

Leopold, Matt (OGC); Ross, David P; McIntosh, Chad; White, Elizabeth; Block, Molly; Dominguez, Alexander;
Rodrick, Christian; Chancellor, Erin; Kramer, Jessica L.

Cc: Keith, Jennie; Mosley, Ferne
Subject: Invitation to Massie Partners / Troy Lyons tonight
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 12:08:11 PM

Hi there,
OGC/Ethics has learned that you were invited by Massie Partners to attend a reception for Troy
Lyons, who previously worked at EPA. I am writing to remind you that, as a political appointee, you
signed the Trump Ethics Pledge and therefore cannot accept the invitation for free attendance to
this event. Massie Partners is a federally registered lobbyist. If you wish to attend, then you will have
to pay personally. We have worked with Massie to ascertain the cost per person. Even if you plan to
attend but not eat or drink, you will still need to pay the fee.
Set forth below is advice based on what we provided to the Administrator, who had asked whether
he may attend the event:
Cost and Payment
The cost is $45 and our recommended payment mechanism is by check, made out to “Massie
Partners” with a reference to the date and reception on the check. If you pay in cash or by electronic
payment, then send a confirmatory email to ethics@epa.gov so that we know you attended and paid
the fee.
Post-Government Ethics Obligations
OGC/Ethics has counseled Troy Lyons on his post-government ethics obligations under the criminal
statute, 18 U.S.C. 207 and the President’s Ethics Pledge, including ethics implications if the firm were
to invite EPA employees to this event, and Troy’s ethics obligations if EPA employees are to attend
this event. While we want you to know that Troy continues to have ethics obligations post-
government service, this is a social event. So, to help Troy with his ethics obligations, all
communications should be purely social, with no discussion of any EPA or government business.
Let us know if you have any questions.
Justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Payne, James (Jim)
Subject: Late fee
Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:57:00 AM
Attachments: FW Notification of late fees in the amount of $2400.msg

Michael,
I regret to inform you that I did not receive a written request for a waiver of the late fee nor a
check for the discounted late fee. Having heard nothing from you, I am forced to assume that
you understand that you are obliged to pay the full amount, which is $3200. We have never
before had an employee refuse to pay the late fee, so I will have to inquire about how to
commence garnishment proceedings.
Justina
 
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

 
 
  
 

From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 4:33 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Payne, James (Jim) <payne.james@epa.gov>
Subject: REMINDER: Final tally of late fees associated with your transaction reporting
 
Hi Michael,
Thanks for turning in your most recent transaction report (submitted 10/5/20 and certified on
10/7/20).  I’m writing to remind you about the outstanding late fees and our request that you
provide a check in the discounted amount within 21 days, which is this coming Monday,
October 19.  I will make arrangements to go to the office in the afternoon of Tuesday, October
20 to collect your check.
Thank you very much,
Justina
 
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

 
 
 
 



From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2020 2:33 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Payne, James (Jim) <payne.james@epa.gov>
Subject: Final tally of late fees associated with your transaction reporting
 
Michael,
First of all, thank you very much for timely filing your last three periodic transaction reports. 
We have noticed and appreciate your effort!  As a public filer, you are obliged to adhere to
Ethics in Government Act and the STOCK Act that set forth certain filing requirements and
deadlines.  OGC/Ethics has reiterated these requirements to you before.  Unfortunately,
earlier this year, you submitted two periodic transaction reports that included multiple late
notifications: 
 

Submitted 4/15/20 – reported  transactions of which more than  (or 67%) were
tardy

 
But as you can see from the attached email, I notified you on 5/12/20 about the late
notifications in the 4/15/2020 submittal and assessed late fees totaling $2400.  That amount
was calculated because you missed at least one transaction in every month of CY 2019, for a
late fee of $200 per month. 
 
OGC/Ethics understands that you contacted Jim Payne, the Designated Agency Ethics Official
on this and expressed wanting to come into compliance by addressing a backlog of additional
unreported transactions.  To that end, we scheduled weekly meetings with you to assist in this
effort.  Although your subsequent submittal on 6/24/2020 was a step toward coming into
compliance, you reported additional transactions untimely: 
 

Submitted 6/24/20 – reported  transactions of which more than  (or 85%) were
tardy

 
As to this 6/24/20 transaction report, I noted four missed months of transactions, for an
additional late fee of $800.  We note, however, that you have been complying with
transaction reporting since the 6/24/2020 submittal.  With respect to the past noncompliance,
you are now assessed a total of $3200 in late fees, as described above. 
 
I have consulted with Jim Payne, who is mindful of the fact that you filed timely reports over
the past three months.  Jim has authorized us to discount your late fee by two-thirds to a total
of $1067.  To pay the late fee at this discounted rate, please make out a check payable to the
US Treasury in this amount and deliver it to my office, Room 4308 North Clinton building
within 21 days.  Then please notify me so that I will collect your check and ensure that it is
sent to the EPA lockbox and deposited into miscellaneous receipts.   

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)



 
If, however, you wish to request any further waiver of the late fees, then please know that you
must do so in writing to both Jim Payne and me and demonstrate “extraordinary”
circumstances that caused you to file late.  Bear in mind the fact that various members of the
ethics office have had multiple conversations with you about the filing requirements and that,
generally speaking, initial difficulties in navigating INTEGRITY for electronically filing these
reports do not qualify as an “extraordinary” circumstance.
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter,
Justina
 
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

 
 

 
 



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael; Payne, James
Cc: Fugh, Justina
Subject: Meeting to discuss follow-up information re: transactions

Hi, setting this up at Jim’s request as we discussed. Via conference call instead of TEAMS. 

Thank you and have a good rest of the week! 

call-in number: conference ID = (b) (6) (b) (6)



From: Mosley  Ferne
To: Molina  Michael
Subject: Re: ETF transactions
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 2:49:49 PM

For the periodic reports, you don’t have to report ETF transactions, but you do have to report them later on an annual or termination report. So, you
are just deferring the reporting; you will have to track it down at some point. I have the report and can delete them for you. Do you want me to leave
on the ones that are reported accurately or do you want me to just remove all ETFs?

You will have to update the 2019 annual report now however, so I will send you that list as soon as Outlook is back up.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:19 PM, Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

 Re reading your email. Can I “choose” to not report these. If this is really an option. Yes. I choose to not enter them. Let me know which
ones they are and I will have my advisor remove them from the list.

MM

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:17 PM, Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

 In don’t know what this means. I’ll ask my advisor. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:16 PM, Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Michael – I’m reviewing your periodic transaction report. There are several entries which appear to relate to
Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) transactions, but only the holding company of the ETF is reported and not the name of
the specific ETF that was either bought or sold. So, if you choose to include ETF transactions on your periodic reports,
these entries require additional information to include the fund name. I will return the report to you in the system of
you want to keep these in a periodic report.

This is also true on some of your entries in your annual report so I have to get that information to you separately to
annotate that report as I missed the incomplete fund names before certifying it.
In the alternative, since ETF transactions are not subject to periodic reporting, I can delete all of the incomplete ETF
transactions on the 278T, but you will have to report them by name on your next complete report which will be either
your next annual report due in May 2021 or a termination report if you depart earlier. So, it’s a matter of doing it now
or later for your 2020 transactions on this report. One advantage to including them now is that you can import these
into your next report, but ETFs and mutual funds are overreported on a periodic transaction report, so they don’t have
to be reported now, if if they are, they have to be complete.
For example, the transactions in question are those relating to 

<image001.png>

<image003.png>

Just let me know how you want to handle this. I will get the specific items on your annual report under a
separate email.

Ferne
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov

(b) (6)



From: Mosley  Ferne
To: Molina  Michael
Subject: Re: ETF transactions
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 2:32:48 PM

Ok. I can’t use Outlook for some reason right now, so I can send you examples of the way to report it. Some are reported accurately with the
full fund name but some are not.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:17 PM, Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

 In don’t know what this means. I’ll ask my advisor. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:16 PM, Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Michael – I’m reviewing your periodic transaction report. There are several entries which appear to relate to Exchange
Traded Funds (ETF) transactions, but only the holding company of the ETF is reported and not the name of the specific ETF
that was either bought or sold. So, if you choose to include ETF transactions on your periodic reports, these entries require
additional information to include the fund name. I will return the report to you in the system of you want to keep these in a
periodic report.

This is also true on some of your entries in your annual report so I have to get that information to you separately to annotate
that report as I missed the incomplete fund names before certifying it.
In the alternative, since ETF transactions are not subject to periodic reporting, I can delete all of the incomplete ETF
transactions on the 278T, but you will have to report them by name on your next complete report which will be either your
next annual report due in May 2021 or a termination report if you depart earlier. So, it’s a matter of doing it now or later for
your 2020 transactions on this report. One advantage to including them now is that you can import these into your next
report, but ETFs and mutual funds are overreported on a periodic transaction report, so they don’t have to be reported now,
if if they are, they have to be complete.
For example, the transactions in question are those relating to 

<image001.png>

<image003.png>

Just let me know how you want to handle this. I will get the specific items on your annual report under a separate
email.

Ferne
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov

(b) (6)



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: CDs and qualified trusts
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 2:42:00 PM

Hi Michael – just checking back in on the outstanding mutual fund for your new entrant report and if
you have any more thoughts about the way forward on the sector issues we discussed. 

Please let me know how I can be of assistance.

Sincerely,
Ferne

Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
Ethics Office – Office of General Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building – North, Room 4413A
Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) 
Mail Code 2311A
Desk phone: (202) 564-8046
Cell phone: (202) 306-2998
From: Mosley, Ferne 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 3:26 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: CDs and qualified trusts
Michael, for your information, here are the hyperlinks to the OGE regulations regarding Certificates
of Divestiture and qualified trusts.
Ferne

Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
Ethics Office – Office of General Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building – North, Room 4413A
Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) 
Mail Code 2311A
Desk phone: (202) 564-8046
Cell phone: (202) 306-2998



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Checking in.
Date: Thursday, December 19, 2019 4:45:00 PM

Hi there,
Sure, I'll be in the office that week of 1/6.  Wednesdays are particularly fine days to meet, but I haven't seen you in
so long, any day will be fine!
Justina

Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room 4308 North,
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip
code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

-----Original Message-----
From: Molina, Michael
Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2019 1:43 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Checking in.

Hi Justina.

2 things. I will be in the office plugging in my transactions for the last quarter of the calendar year on Friday Jan
3rd. So, hopefully we can go over that the first full week of the year.

Also, can we set up a time to meet that week to discuss participation in political events this coming year? 

I hope you and your family have a wonderful holiday

Michael

Sent from my iPhone



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: close out report
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 6:51:00 PM

OK, 9:30am is good. I can call you.
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 6:01 PM
To: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: close out report
can we do a little earlier. I have a 10:00 and I wanted to get started on the inputting right after.
maybe 9:30? or I can do 9:00 as well.

From: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 5:58 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: close out report
Hi, Michael – I can meet with you tomorrow. Will sometime between 10am-11am work for you?
Ferne
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 5:56 PM
To: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov>
Cc: Payne, James (Jim) <payne.james@epa.gov>
Subject: close out report
Good evening Ferne,
I have all the information for my close out report and have time set aside on my calendar to morrow
to finish it out. Would you be available for a quick call though in the AM so that I know that I am
doing it correctly and fulfilling my obligations. I think I have an understanding, I just want to be



certain.
Thank you for your consideration.
MM
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Don"t forget ... you still have to take the 2019 Annual Ethics Training!
Date: Thursday, January 2, 2020 1:19:00 PM

Ha! Can you please be sure that the Administrator takes his training too? And even though
you completed the 2019 training in 2020 (a tad late), you’re still going to be on the hook to
take the 2020 ethics training too!
Cheers,
justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2020 12:48 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Don't forget ... you still have to take the 2019 Annual Ethics Training!
Sorry I am 36.47 hours late. For that time, I made absolutely no decisions what so ever.

From: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 23, 2019 12:20 PM
Subject: Don't forget ... you still have to take the 2019 Annual Ethics Training!
Dear YOU --

The OGC/Ethics holiday elves are checking our list, and we have identified YOU as being
someone who has not yet taken your annual ethics training. EEK! This year’s course addresses
financial conflicts of interest and losses of impartiality. Come on, get it done so you don’t get a
lump of coal from your ethics friends! You have until DECEMBER 31, 2019 to complete the
training and, sadly, we are not permitted to grant extensions.

FOLLOW THIS LINK TO ACCESS THE TRAINING:
https://epafedtalent.ibc.doi.gov/course/view.php?id=9936
Be sure to use your LAN ID and PASSWORD or PIV card to log in to FedTalent. And if you
experience problems, call the FedTalent help desk: Phone: 1-888-367-1622 option 3,6 (M-F
6:00am-5:30pm MDT) or Email: HRMS Helpdesk@ios.doi.gov.
There was no in-person training for SESers this year, so we expect you to take the online
course. If you really took the training, but are getting this nag anyway, then please contact me
so we can sort out what happened. Our electronic trackers are not infallible, after all. And if
you are a new employee who had initial ethics training in person with an ethics official or took
the New Employee Online Training in 2019, then that already counts. In that case, contact me
so that I can give you credit for having met the training requirement already.
Otherwise, please take your training soon!
Cheers, 
Justina



Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Draft periodic transaction report question
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 6:25:00 PM

Thanks Michael! I know we received the form, so someone will review it shortly. 
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432 | Visit us online!

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 5:08 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Draft periodic transaction report question
I think this is all done now.

From: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 12:08 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Draft periodic transaction report question
Hi Michael,
It looks like there is a discrepancy with your transaction report submissions. It looks like you
completed a transaction report, but have not yet submitted it. At the same time, we have a
transaction report that you did submit that is actually blank. I think that you may have accidentally
submitted the wrong one?
I know you’re super busy these days, but if you can give me a call, I can help you submit the right
one.
Cheers,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432 | Visit us online!



From: Fugh  Justina
To: Molina  Michael
Cc: Mosley  Ferne
Subject: RE: ETF transactions
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 2:44 00 PM

Michael,
First of all, congratulations on successfully submitting your periodic transaction report. I understand that both Ferne and Margaret Ross
helped to demystify the submission process for you, and I’m glad that’s worked out now.
What Ferne is saying is this:

You are not required to report transactions related to exchange traded funds (a type of asset) periodically. Instead, the reporting
requirement for those transactions is annually in Part 7 (transactions);
At your election, however, you may choose to report those ETF transactions now on the periodic report, but if so, you have to do
it correctly. You have to give us the name of the fund itself, not just the name of the brokerage company.

So, for example, you reported a  You didn’t tell us
what fund was actually purchased at all.
Other examples are .

Ferne offered to return your report to you so that you can delete those entries altogether, but reminded you that, in the future for
your next report, you have to provide more information; or
She advised you that you could fix the reporting now and then just upload that information into the transaction section of your
next annual report.

Bottom line is that you will still need to contact your advisor in order to find out what “  were
bought and sold. Whether you do that now (and revise your transaction report now) or later (when you file your next annual report) is
up to you.
Justina
Just na Fugh | D rector, Ethics Off ce | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room 4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Build ng | Wash ngton, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 2:18 PM
To: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov>
Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: ETF transactions
In don’t know what this means. I’ll ask my advisor.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 13, 2020, at 2:16 PM, Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi, Michael – I’m reviewing your periodic transaction report. There are several entries which appear to relate to Exchange Traded
Funds (ETF) transactions, but only the holding company of the ETF is reported and not the name of the specific ETF that was either
bought or sold. So, if you choose to include ETF transactions on your periodic reports, these entries require additional information to
include the fund name. I will return the report to you in the system of you want to keep these in a periodic report.
This is also true on some of your entries in your annual report so I have to get that information to you separately to annotate that
report as I missed the incomplete fund names before certifying it.
In the alternative, since ETF transactions are not subject to periodic reporting, I can delete all of the incomplete ETF transactions on
the 278T, but you will have to report them by name on your next complete report which will be either your next annual report due
in May 2021 or a termination report if you depart earlier. So, it’s a matter of doing it now or later for your 2020 transactions on this
report. One advantage to including them now is that you can import these into your next report, but ETFs and mutual funds are
overreported on a periodic transaction report, so they don’t have to be reported now, if if they are, they have to be complete.
For example, the transactions in question are those relating to 

<image001.png>
<image003.png>

Just let me know how you want to handle this. I will get the specific items on your annual report under a separate email.
Ferne
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: financials
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2019 7:13:00 AM

You Rock!!!
Let me know if you need anything today. I’m going to be working from home, and have meetings
scattered throughout the day, but will be around.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 4:34 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: financials
Ok – I have finished all the entries for spouse and ME!
I don’t know if you read my prior email, but I am going to go back and start correcting the year dates.
I just don’t know if I will have time next week.
MM

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 10:27 AM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: financials
Sure. I’ll be by at 11.
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 10:01 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: financials
Thanks. Can you do 11:00ish today. Just to show me the steps and I’ll get most of the transactions
done today.
MM

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 7, 2019, at 9:14 AM, Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Michael,
Excellent! Congrats! That was no small step.
I’m here, working on a big project I’ll be at all day. I may (or may not) need to 

so we’re going to play
the day by ear. Regardless of whether I’m here or home, I’m at your service.
Best,

(b) (6)



Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries:
20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 6:35 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: financials
I have completed the updates for my submission.
Margaret, with your help, I will be able to do all the transactions tomorrow. I don’t
want to start those tonight as it looks a little different. With a quick tutorial, I’ll finish it
tomorrow.
MM
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Follow-up discussion with Ferne Mosley/Ethics
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:06:00 AM

Yes, that works!

Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
Ethics Office – Office of General Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building – North, Room 4413A
Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004)
Mail Code 2311A
Desk phone:  (202) 564-8046
Cell phone:     (202) 306-2998

-----Original Message-----
From: Molina, Michael
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 10:06 AM
To: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Follow-up discussion with Ferne Mosley/Ethics

2:45?

Sent from my iPhone

> On May 29, 2019, at 9:58 AM, Mosley, Ferne <mosley ferne@epa.gov> wrote:
>
> Hi - I have a conference call with the lab in Ann Arbor from 3:30-5:00pm but let me see if I can shuffle it around.
>
> Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
> Ethics Office – Office of General Counsel U.S. Environmental
> Protection Agency William Jefferson Clinton Building – North, Room
> 4413A Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) Mail Code
> 2311A Desk phone:  (202) 564-8046
> Cell phone:     (202) 306-2998
>
> -----Original Appointment-----
> From: Molina, Michael
> Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 9:55 AM
> To: Mosley, Ferne
> Subject: New Time Proposed: Follow-up discussion with Ferne
> Mosley/Ethics
> When: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 1:30 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
> Where: Michael's office
>
>  Can we move this event to today at 3:30 pm?



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael; Fugh, Justina
Subject: RE: Integrity
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 1:14:00 PM

Done!
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 4:28 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>; Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Integrity
Justina/Margaret,
I have submitted my 2019 FD form. I mad ethe boo-boo of miss dating about of the transaction
dates. I was hoping to find time today to change them, but I did not. I am out of the office tomorrow.
To be clear, the dates at the same…by that I mean, August 12, Sept 14, Oct 10, I just listed them as
2019 on accident. If you can review the rest of the document, I can change the dates later this week.
My apologies.
MM
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

(b) (6)



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Ross, Margaret; Mosley, Ferne
Subject: RE: Integrity.gov: Past Due Reminder
Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:02:00 PM

Hi Michael,
We actually can't grant any extensions after the deadline has passed, but your deadline should not have been May
15th in the first place.  For a variety of reasons, we've not come to closure on your new entrant report, so I
previously gave you a 90 day extension of time to 8/13/19 anyway.
Justina

Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room 4308 North,
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip
code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

-----Original Message-----
From: Molina, Michael
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 1:06 PM
To: ethics <ethics@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Integrity.gov: Past Due Reminder

With sincere apologies, I am formally asking for a small extension.  I will be working on this this weekend.

Thank you

Michael

Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

-----Original Message-----
From: Integrity.gov <notifications@integrity.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 8:26 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Integrity.gov: Past Due Reminder

This notice is a reminder that your 2019 Annual report was due on 05/15/2019. You may access the report by
logging into Integrity at https://integrity.gov.  If you have any questions concerning filling out of the report, send a
note to ethics@epa.gov and we'll get back to you within 48 hours.



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael; Fugh, Justina
Subject: RE: Integrity
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 9:06:00 AM

I’ll make the changes this morning. 
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 4:28 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>; Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Integrity
Justina/Margaret,
I have submitted my 2019 FD form. I mad ethe boo-boo of miss dating about  of the transaction
dates. I was hoping to find time today to change them, but I did not. I am out of the office tomorrow.
To be clear, the dates at the same…by that I mean, August 12, Sept 14, Oct 10, I just listed them as
2019 on accident. If you can review the rest of the document, I can change the dates later this week.
My apologies.
MM
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

(b) (6)



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Ross, Margaret
Cc: Molina, Michael; Griffo, Shannon
Subject: RE: Michael Molina"s NE Report
Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 12:52:00 PM

Hi,
Oh, I’m so glad that we’re able to move Michael along! Thanks for the recap. Now we have to
turn our considerable attention to drafting his recusal, especially in light of his new position
(congratulations!).
Michael -- Shannon Griffo (another fabulous member of Team Ethics, copied here) will draft
the recusal statement, but we will need to know about your duties. For example, from my
review of your incomplete 278, I was concerned about your ability to work on 

.
Can you give Shannon a brief description of your duties as the Deputy Chief of Staff?
Justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, March 06, 2019 12:27 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Cc: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Michael Molina's NE Report
Hi Justina,
I spoke with Michael Molina, and his report will have all the correct info to complete the report by
the end of the week. He will be speaking with his financial advisor today, and I’ve provided him with
language to use in requesting what we need re: income #’s.
While his report isn’t certified, I believe that all of the information you would require to draft a
recusal statement is there, either in the report, or in the replies he made to comments.
Once the income information is entered, he’ll resubmit, and I will add the parent-child relationships
that need to be added. He emailed me the data I’ll require, and it will answer some of the
questions/comments you made in the report.
At that point all of the questions you asked in your review will be answered, and it will be ready for
certification.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

(b) (6)



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: One more thing: Transactions
Date: Friday, March 22, 2019 2:45:00 PM

I think all is well. 
Shannon Griffo (who drafts our recusal statements) is reviewing your report, along with the
information you’ve already provided about your duties in your new position, to see whether there
are any potential concerns. If anything comes up as a concern, they’ll draft a recusal statement, and
discuss with you. There are a couple of different ways to prevent a potential conflict, but a recusal
memo is the most common. And you might not need one at all!
I’ll make sure to remind Justina and Shannon next week that you’re still waiting to hear back about
your report, and about whether any remedies (like a recusal) will be required.
For the moment, though, you have done everything you need to do. Have a great weekend!
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2019 1:45 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: One more thing: Transactions
I havnt heard anything back, so I guess that means I’m good <fingers crossed> 
MM

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 12:52 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: One more thing: Transactions
Hi Michael,
I forgot to mention this on the phone, but you will also be responsible for reporting any transactions
(purchases or sales) of any individual stocks or bonds over $1000 in a periodic transaction report. For
example, if your financial advisor sold , you (or a designee) would need to go into
INTEGRITY and submit a 278 Transaction Report (also called a 278T) within 30 days of being notified
about the trade, or within 45 days of the trade itself.
You do not need to report transactions involving EIFs (your ETFs, mutual funds, etc.) in periodic
transaction reports, but you will need to report all transactions involving EIFs in your annual report,
so some people go ahead and include them in their 278Ts as well. All 278T reports can be uploaded
into your annual report.
I’m attaching a guide to 278T reporting for your information and to share with your financial advisor,
and I am happy to make myself available if you need to talk to me about any of this or if you want a
hand filling in a transaction report.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221

(b) (6)



|work cell 202-527-0432



From: Mosley, Ferne
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Periodic transaction report
Date: Wednesday, October 7, 2020 3:08:00 PM

Thanks, Michael – I’ll make those edits; it’s not a problem, so no worries. 

Have a good afternoon.
Ferne
Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 7, 2020 3:05 PM
To: Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Periodic transaction report
Hi Ferne - I thought that was the case. But I’ll be honest with you, I still don’t know what the
difference is. I will remind my advisor not to list them next month. I guess you should delete them
all. My apologies and I appreciate your assistance.
MM
Sent from my iPad

On Oct 5, 2020, at 2:38 PM, Mosley, Ferne <mosley.ferne@epa.gov> wrote:

Hello, Michael – thanks for submitting your periodic transaction report. I notice on this
report, you’ve reported some mutual funds/ETFs, but you didn’t provide the complete
name of the fund/ETF for this item:
<image001.png>
You have a few options here -

1. do you want to get the additional information and add it to the report;
2. should I delete this transaction and have you report it on your next full report

that requires mutual fund transactions; or
3. do you again want me to delete all of the mutual fund/ETF transactions on this

report and you can add them on your next full report (e.g., next annual or a
termination report if you depart before May 15, 2021? )

Please let me know.
Thanks,
Ferne



Ferne L. Mosley, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ethics Office/Office of General Counsel
William Jefferson Clinton Building North, Room 4113A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20460
(202) 564-8046 (desk)
(202) 306-2998 (mobile)
mosley.ferne@epa.gov



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Reminder to finalize your Annual 278 report.
Date: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 1:43:00 PM

Hi Michael,
I have a meeting that runs until 3:30. I could come immediately after that. Would that work?
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 1:33 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Reminder to finalize your Annual 278 report.
Hi Margaret,
Do you have time around 3:05 today to go over my spouses section with me. The Excel sheet they
gave me is a bit different, and I want to make sure I do this right.

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 9:24 AM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Reminder to finalize your Annual 278 report. 
Importance: High
Hi Michael,
I believe that you now have all of the data you require from to complete your annual report. As

you already know, it’s due on Tuesday the 13th – a week from today. Please let me know if you need
any assistance.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

(b) (6)



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Griffo, Shannon; Ross, Margaret
Subject: RE: submitted
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2019 4:49:00 PM

Okay! Thanks, Margaret. I’ll look at it over the weekend.
MICHAEL – Shannon Griffo, copied here, is working on your recusal statement in your new
position. You mentioned to me that you anticipate not working in the more direct regulatory
areas like enforcement or permitting, but rather in issues related to OITA and … something
else that I can’t now remember. Can you remind us what that other area(s) is or are?

Thanks,
Justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 4:24 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: submitted
Michael is right. I looked it over, and it reflects the changes to income, includes 

, and has all assets reported.
It’s ready for you Justina!
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 3:51 PM
To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>; Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: submitted
I really do think I did everything right this time.
Michael D. Molina
Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

(b) (6)



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Fugh, Justina; Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Troubles with INTEGRITY
Date: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 9:09:00 AM

Hi Michael,
Feel free to give me a call. My calendar is up to date.
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221

From: Fugh, Justina 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 5:13 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Troubles with INTEGRITY
Hi Michael,
So sorry to hear that you’re having trouble with the INTEGRITY system. Do not take it
personally! Instead, I’m putting you in touch with Margaret Ross (you sat near her at today’s
briefing). She’s at 564 3221 and will be happy to help you out.
Justina
Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: Re: Yoo hoo! Don"t forget about your public financial disclosure report!
Date: Monday, May 4, 2020 10:18:47 AM

No. You have to give a reason and, respectfully, you have not really demonstrated respect for
the financial disclosure responsibilities in the past. We can’t give you an extension “just
because.”

Sent from my iPhone

On May 4, 2020, at 10:00 AM, Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
wrote:

I am working on this this week. but can I please have an extension, just in case I don’t
make it?
thank you
Michael

From: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 6:04 PM
Subject: Yoo hoo! Don't forget about your public financial disclosure report!
Hi there,

Look, you’re home anyway so why not tackle one of those chores you know you have
to do? Your public financial disclosure report is due May 15, 2020. We can tell that, as
of today, you haven’t even started. Sigh. You are required to file this report at
www.integrity.gov so contact me if you don’t understand why you receiving this
message.

The U.S. Office of Government Ethics did not alter the May 15 due date because it’s set
by statute. If necessary, we may grant you an extension of the due date up to 45 days
or, for extraordinary circumstances (e.g., extended sick leave), up to 90 days. To
request a deadline, write to us prior to May 15 and provide a specific reason (just
saying “COVID 19” is not a specific enough; we need to know why YOU can’t make the
deadline), and tell us whether you need 45 or 90 days. To request an extension, please
send an email to ethics@epa.gov. You will get an email response from us with our
determination.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU MISS THE DEADLINE
There’s that pesky $200 late filing fee. We reminded all filers last year (see attached
pdf) that you must respect the filing deadlines and provide an accurate report.

Late fee: a $200 late filing fee is imposed by law for any financial
disclosure report filed more than 30 days after the due date. A
waiver of the late fee will be granted only for extraordinary
circumstances. If you need more time, request an extension from
ethics@epa.gov before the deadline.

DON’T FORGET TO REPORT TRANSACTIONS
For your annual report, you can upload your periodic transaction reports
(OGE 278Ts) that you filed during the year. Also remember to report
the purchases, sales or exchanges of any excepted investment funds
(over $1000 per transaction). You can refresh your recollection about



transactions filings by reviewing the attached word document.
Periodic transaction reports (OGE 278-T) – Remember, you must file
an OGE 278-T in Integrity to report the purchase, sale, or exchange of
stocks, bonds, and other securities over $1,000 within 30 days of
receiving notification of the trade but not later than 45 days after the
trade itself. Again, we can fine you $200 for any missed transaction
filing.

DO YOUR BEST TO REPORT ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION
Submit a complete and accurate report: When you submit your report,
you are certifying that the report is complete and accurate, so make sure
that you provide all of the required information. Look, we know this
report can be confusing, so contact us before you file if you have
questions. Don’t just ignore the obligation or the deadline!
Do not include Personally Identifiable Information (PII): To protect
your privacy, we recommend that you do not disclose personally
identifiable information such as account numbers, names of your spouse
or children, names of your domestic financial institutions, or other PII.
We will do our best to redact this information if you inadvertently
disclose it on your report, but the best practice is for you to omit
disclosing this information.

GET BACK TO US WITHIN 14 DAYS
Respond timely to our follow-up questions: If someone from
OGC/Ethics contacts you for additional information, you must respond
within 14 days of the request or show good cause for your delay. If you
willfully fail to file a report or fail to provide the necessary information,
then please know that there are consequences. You may be referred to
the U.S. Attorney General for civil prosecution. I know it seems harsh,
but you have a serious responsibility here, and we have a duty to
enforce this obligation. Once, I had to refer a former EPA person who,
despite multiple reminders and entreaties, still failed to file her
termination 278. In the end, she submitted her form and also paid a civil
penalty of $15,000.

REMINDER ABOUT WHAT “PUBLIC” DISCLOSURE MEANS

Your report is available to the public upon request: We are required by
law to release any OGE 278e or 278-T after 30 days of filing upon the
written request by a member of the public. We do not need your prior
permission, though we will send you a courtesy email (unless the
requestor is a federal investigator). Just so you know, OGC/Ethics is
currently processing several requests from media outlets and other
organizations to inspect the public reports of Agency filers.

Please contact me or ethics@epa.gov if you have questions. Your OGC/Ethics friends
are standing by to help as always!

Stay safe and stay strong!
Justina

Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code
2311A | Room 4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC
20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-
564-1772



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Duross, Jeanne; Fugh, Justina
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 11:12:00 AM

Sure. Will do.
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 9:58 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Cc: Duross, Jeanne <Duross.Jeanne@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Oh, definitely not. Can you call me around 11:30? I’ll be at my desk.
Thank you …MM
Michael D. Molina
Senior Advisor to the Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Molina.Michael@epa.gov
(202) 564-3972
(202) 568-1602 (c)

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 9:52 AM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Duross, Jeanne <Duross.Jeanne@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Absolutely. I’m working from home today. Do you need to there in person? If so, I could be there by
about 11:30.
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 9:34 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Cc: Duross, Jeanne <Duross.Jeanne@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Thank you Margaret. I hate to bug you during your lunch hour, but do you have time today to go
over my report with me and provide final guidance on what I need to close out? I’m free after
11:15ish through 2:00
MM

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 6, 2019, at 8:53 AM, Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> wrote:



Hi Michael,
Jeanne Duross mentioned to me that you might be reaching out regarding your new
entrant financial disclosure report. I’m eager to help!
This has become a bit more urgent because you’re moving into a new, more visible
position, and it’s possible that your financial disclosure form will be requested by
members of the press using the OGE 201 form/process. Members of the press and of
congress regularly request all public financial disclosure reports for all political
appointees. We are required to release these documents to them, regardless of
whether they are complete, or have been certified.
The other issue, as I’m sure Justina and Jeanne have told you, is that it sounds like you
may need some recusals in place, and a structure to help prevent you from running
into criminal conflicts of interest in your new job. (Yes, criminal!) We can’t do that until
we’re clear on all of the assets that are imputed to you.
We know that this is an extremely intrusive report, and requires a high level of detail,
and that you’ve already put a ton of effort into completing it. From what Jeanne tells
me, you’re almost to the finish line. I’m happy to work with you, , your
financial advisor; anyone you designate. I can also take calls in the evenings and on
weekends (with some exceptions, because otherwise my family would be unhappy with
me!) if that’s most convenient for you. I have scheduled telework on Wednesdays and
Fridays, but if you need me in person, I’m happy to come in. Bottom line – I’m here to
help you get this done in whatever way is most convenient to you, and most efficient
for the completion (and certification) of the report.
Please give me a call, or send me an email, or send me an invite…your choice! 
I’ll look forward to hearing from you soon!
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries:
20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell 202-527-0432

(b) (6)



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 12:52:00 PM

Stick with your filing date. Let’s not move the goalpost!
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 12:34 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Thank you so much Margaret,
One point for clarification. My Start date was actually in May of 18. Do I have him do 2017 plus 2018
to May, or do I have him do 2017 plus 2018 up to September which was my filing date?
Thanks again for your help…MM

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 12:19 PM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
HI Michael,
It looks like we still need the correct income amounts. Income is defined as any distributions,
dividends, etc., that were paid to the owner of the shares, even if those payments were immediately
reinvested. The decision to reinvest is a choice that the owner of the shares makes about what
he/she wants to do with the income, but it’s still income.
The reporting period for this is the “preceding calendar year to filing date” – which for you means all
of calendar year 2017 + 2018 up to your appointment (start) date in September.
When you submit, I’ll help you by adding the parent-child relationships that are included in the
spreadsheet you sent me, and enter your spouse’s employer’s name.
I think that’ll be it!
Thank you!!!
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 11:48 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your Financial Disclosure Report
As of 9/6/18

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 8:53 AM



To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Cc: Duross, Jeanne <Duross.Jeanne@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Your Financial Disclosure Report
Importance: High
Hi Michael,
Jeanne Duross mentioned to me that you might be reaching out regarding your new entrant
financial disclosure report. I’m eager to help!
This has become a bit more urgent because you’re moving into a new, more visible position, and it’s
possible that your financial disclosure form will be requested by members of the press using the OGE
201 form/process. Members of the press and of congress regularly request all public financial
disclosure reports for all political appointees. We are required to release these documents to them,
regardless of whether they are complete, or have been certified.
The other issue, as I’m sure Justina and Jeanne have told you, is that it sounds like you may need
some recusals in place, and a structure to help prevent you from running into criminal conflicts of
interest in your new job. (Yes, criminal!) We can’t do that until we’re clear on all of the assets that
are imputed to you.
We know that this is an extremely intrusive report, and requires a high level of detail, and that
you’ve already put a ton of effort into completing it. From what Jeanne tells me, you’re almost to
the finish line. I’m happy to work with you, , your financial advisor; anyone you
designate. I can also take calls in the evenings and on weekends (with some exceptions, because
otherwise my family would be unhappy with me!) if that’s most convenient for you. I have scheduled
telework on Wednesdays and Fridays, but if you need me in person, I’m happy to come in. Bottom
line – I’m here to help you get this done in whatever way is most convenient to you, and most
efficient for the completion (and certification) of the report.
Please give me a call, or send me an email, or send me an invite…your choice! 
I’ll look forward to hearing from you soon!
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

(b) (6)



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: RE: Your New Entrant 278 and Annual 278.
Date: Monday, July 22, 2019 11:25:00 AM

Sure. I eat lunch early. 1pm – what’s your office # again? Or would you rather skype?
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 11:22 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Your New Entrant 278 and Annual 278.
Great. I am grabbing an early salad and will be back soon. But don’t want to interrupt your lunch. Is
1:00 good?

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 22, 2019, at 10:10 AM, Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> wrote:

Bummer about Ohio – but it’s always nice to have a surprise unscheduled day.
That name is great – it’s all I’ll need.
Give me a call if/when you want me to come over (or skype chat) and walk you through
pre-populating your report. My only conflict is 2:30 to 3:30.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries:
20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 9:19 AM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your New Entrant 278 and Annual 278.
Good morning Margaret.
It is listed as” 

 Is that clear? Or, I can call my guy and get something more specific.
Also – My flight to Ohio was canceled last night, so I could not make the trip. I am in my
office today and can work on this.
Thank you for all your help.
MM

From: Ross, Margaret 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 8:54 AM
To: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Your New Entrant 278 and Annual 278.
Yes – we need the name of the ETF. If you’ll send it to me, I’ll enter it for you. Then on
Tuesday, we can focus on your annual report.
Enjoy Ohio!!

(b) (6)



Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries:
20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell 202-527-0432

From: Molina, Michael <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2019 2:58 PM
To: Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Your New Entrant 278 and Annual 278.
In regard to point 2, i just talked to my advisor. It is most certainly the later. Do I need
to specify the ETF?
I am in Ohio with the Administrator on Monday. But I will focus on this Tuesday.
And, I got all of my updates from my advisor too.
Thank you. MM

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 19, 2019, at 9:44 AM, Ross, Margaret <Ross.Margaret@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Michael,
Thanks for your call yesterday afternoon. I know you’re away from your
desk today, but thought this info might be helpful in prep for talking
Monday. We’re almost there.
I learned what’s missing from your new entrant report. In part 2
(employment assets and income) you list an item called 

I’m betting that it’s the latter, and I’m also betting that the info we need is
already in your spreadsheet. When we talk on Monday, we can get the
specifics about the name, and that’ll be it.
After we get that squared away, I can walk you through pre-populating
your Annual report. That report will cover the months between your
appointment date and 12/31/18. We’ll import all of the data from your
new entrant report, which you can update with any changes that may
have occurred in those months. In addition, there are two new sections
that are not included in new entrant reports. These are transaction
reporting (any purchase or sale of a security in an amount more than
$1000), and gifts. To report transactions, you’ll need the date of the
transaction, the description of the asset, and the amount of the
transaction.
I’ll look forward to speaking with you on Monday, getting you across the
finish line with your new entrant report, and getting you set up on your
annual report.

(b) (6)



Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA |
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building Room 4310A North | Washington,
DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221 |work cell
202-527-0432



From: Ross, Margaret
To: Molina, Michael
Subject: Reminder to finalize your Annual 278 report.
Date: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 9:24:00 AM
Importance: High

Hi Michael,
I believe that you now have all of the data you require from  to complete your annual report. As

you already know, it’s due on Tuesday the 13th – a week from today. Please let me know if you need
any assistance.
Best,
Margaret
Margaret Ross | Ethics Officer | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | William Jefferson Clinton Federal
Building Room 4310A North | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries: 20004) | phone 202-564-3221
|work cell 202-527-0432

(b) (6)



From: Fugh, Justina
To: Molina, Michael
Cc: Ross, Margaret
Subject: Welcome to EPA Ethics (and your ethical filing obligations)
Date: Tuesday, May 15, 2018 5:38:00 PM
Attachments: Distinctions between Reporting Transactions on the OGE 278 - January 201....docx

Hatch Act chart February 2017.docx

Hi there --
My name is Justina Fugh, and I am the Senior Counsel for Ethics at the US Environmental Protection
Agency. I understand that you recently started work at EPA in an Administratively Determined
position as Senior Advisor to the Deputy Administrator (effective 5/13/18). Congratulations! In this
position, you will be required by the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 to file the Office of
Government Ethics Form 278, Public Financial Disclosure Report. My office reviews your information
to assess any possible ethics implications. Your report will be due no later than 30 days following this
notification. Until you complete the report, we won’t have a handle on your possible conflicts issues
and can’t write a recusal statement for you, which may affect what you work on initially.
EPA uses an entirely electronic filing system (called INTEGRITY.gov or INTEGRITY), so you will file the
form (called the OGE 278e) electronically. You are required by law to complete the form, so please
don’t disregard this requirement; in fact, failure to complete the form timely can result in a $200 late
filing fee, and may also result in criminal or civil penalties.
There are several important things to know about the OGE-278e: (1) it is a public form (which means
that anyone can ask for a copy of your form, but Congress repealed the requirement for public
posting to the internet); (2) you have to fill it out every year you are in this position; (3) when you
leave the position, you will have to file a termination report; and (4) you will be subject to a late filing
fee of $200 for not filing your report timely, and there are also civil and criminal penalties for failure
to file at all or for inaccurate reporting.
THE FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE REPORT, OGE-278e
We have created an account for you in INTEGRITY, which is the electronic filing system operated and
secured by the Office of Government Ethics (OGE). Your user ID will be your EPA email address and
you have been assigned a “new entrant” report with the EPA’s business address already included. Do
not enter your personal home address in that place. Your filer category is “other.” For help in
INTEGRITY, check out the information on the OGC/Ethics website at
http://intranet.epa.gov/ogc/Integrity/Landingpage.html .
Once you receive the email from INTEGRITY.gov that will provide you with specific instructions, log
into the federal government’s max.gov site, the gateway to INTEGRITY. If you don’t receive your
account notification within three days, then please check your clutter box for messages from
INTEGRITY.gov, or contact Margaret Ross so that we can follow up.
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING THE FORM
INTEGRITY will give you 30 days to complete the form. If you need additional time, you must contact
me directly before your due date. There is a limit to how much additional time we can give you
before late fees kick in, so please pay attention to this requirement.
HELPFUL HINTS FOR FILLING OUT THE FORM

· This is a wretched and exacting form.
· You will get three different places to report assets: filer’s employment-related assets and

income, spouse’s employment related assets and income , and other assets and



income. So you are reporting the assets for yourself, your spouse and your dependent
children. We don’t really care where you report your assets, just that you do report
them all someplace.

· You must include any investment asset that is worth more than $1000. Include any
income from any source that exceeded $200 during the reporting period (including
outside jobs or hobbies, rental income). Include any cash/savings accounts that have
more than $5000.

· Enter each asset separately. Don't lump items together on one line. Be sure to provide
the valuation of the asset AND the amount of the income. For assets that aren’t
mutual funds, you also have to report the type of income (e.g., dividends, cap gains).

· For 401(k) or IRA plans, provide the name of each of the underlying assets. Don't just
write "Vanguard IRA" or "mutual fund." You must specify each asset separately and
give the valuation and amount of accrued investment income. The definition of
“investment income” is NOT tied to what’s taxable! You must report accrued income,
even if tax deferred or exempt, that you got in the asset over the reporting period
(which is last calendar year + this calendar year, up to the date of filing). Look at 1099
forms for the accrued income from investments or review your statements.

· Do not report your federal salary, your spouse’s federal salary, or Thrift Savings Plan
· But if you (not your spouse) have any earned income (e.g., outside job, paid pension),

you have to report the actual amount of that income.
· But if your spouse works outside of federal service, then include your spouse's employer

but not the amount of your spouse's salary. If you are not legally married, do not
report your significant other's employer.

· Don't forget to include any life insurance policies (whole life or variable life) as well as the
underlying investments, but do not report term life insurance.

· If you have nothing to report in a section, be sure to click the “nothing to report” button
OTHER ETHICS REQUIREMENTS FOR YOU
STOCK ACT
Because you are required to file the form, you are also now subject to the STOCK Act. You are
required to report any purchase, sale or exchange of stocks, bonds, commodities futures or other
forms of securities when the amount of the transaction exceeds $1000. Use INTEGRITY to disclose
reportable transactions within 30 days of receiving notification of the transaction, but not later than
45 days after the transaction occurs. You will have to report transactions that occur within brokerage
accounts, managed accounts, or other investment vehicles that you own or jointly own with your
spouse or another person, as well as transactions of your spouse or dependent children. For a
comprehensive review of reportable transactions, see EPA Ethics Advisory 2012-03 at
http://intranet.epa.gov/ogc/ethics/Ethics_Advisory_2012-03.pdf and our revised chart, also
attached.
HATCH ACT
You will be “lesser restricted” under the Hatch Act. Please familiarize yourself with the Hatch Act as
it affects you, and from the EPA intranet (inside the firewall), can gain a good overview by reviewing
our online training course at http://intranet.epa.gov/ogcrmo01/ethics.htm or by referring to our
attached handy chart that reminds you of your restrictions.



CONTACTS
Margaret Ross or I will be happy to help you with your 278e form. We can be reached at
ethics@epa.gov or individually at:
Margaret Ross, Ethics Officer, ross.margaret@epa.gov or 202-564-3221
Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for Ethics, fugh.justina@epa.gov or 202-564-1786
Cheers,
Justina
Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-178





 
When to Report Transactions  Version 1.1 

  Published on January 9, 2013 by EPA Ethics 
  Supercedes version 1.0 published on October 1, 2012  

 

 
 

1 You do not report the purchase or sale of your personal residence on Schedule B unless you rent it out at any time during the 
reporting period. 
 
2 To be an excepted investment fund (EIF), the asset must be: 

(a) widely held (more than 100 participants), 
(b) independently managed – arranged so that you neither exercise control nor have the ability to exercise control over the 

financial interests held by the fund, and 
(c) publicly traded (or available) or widely diversified. 

 
There are several types of investment vehicles that are not excepted investment funds, including (but not limited to) managed 
accounts, investment clubs, trusts, 529 accounts, brokerage accounts, and individual retirement accounts (IRAs).  You should note that 
the individual assets held within these types of investment vehicles may qualify as EIFs if, for example, your IRA holds a publicly-
traded mutual fund.  If you have questions about whether a particular asset or investment vehicle is an EIF, contact ethics@epa.gov. 
 
3 OGC/Ethics must determine that your trust qualifies as an “excepted trust.”  For help, email ethics@epa.gov.  





From: Fugh, Justina
To: Beck, Nancy; Belser, Evan; Benevento, Douglas; Bertrand, Charlotte; Best-Wong, Benita; Bloom, David; Bodine,

Susan; Bolen, Brittany; Breen, Barry; Busterud, John; Carpenter, Wesley; Carr, Brian; Cook, Steven; Darwin,
Henry; Deziel, Dennis; Dickerson, Aaron; Dieu, Martin; Dunlap, David; Dunn, Alexandra; Fischer, David;
Forsgren, Lee; Fotouhi, David; Goerke, Ariadne; Goldman, Lisa; Grundler, Christopher; Gulliford, Jim;
Gunasekara, Mandy; Gustafson, Adam; Hanson, Paige (Catherine); Harlow, David; Hartman, Mark; Hengst,
Benjamin; Henry, Tala; Hill, Randy; Hitchens, Lynnann; Hladick, Christopher; Hoverman, Taylor; Idsal, Anne;
Irving, John; Keigwin, Richard; Kelley, Rosemarie; Dekleva, Lynn; Kramer, Jessica L.; Lis-Coghlan, Kamila; Lopez,
Peter; Lynch, Mary-Kay; McDonough, Owen; McIntosh, Chad; McQueen, Ken; Molina, Michael; Moor, Karl;
Mottley, Tanya; Mugdan, Walter

Cc: Keith, Jennie
Subject: Your Invitation to ELI"s 2020 Award Ceremony
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 11:47:03 AM

Hi there,
OGC/Ethics understands that you have received an invitation from the Environmental Law
Institute (ELI) to be its virtual guest at its annual awards dinner and reception to be held on
Thursday, October 15, 2020. Although there is no cost associated with the dinner itself, ELI is
charging $100 for non-federal participants at their reception. You have been offered free
attendance at the reception. But if, on your own, you elect to pay for the reception anyway,
then you must do so personally. EPA will not pay for your attendance.
I am writing to confirm that, if you decide to attend this event virtually, you may do so
consistent with the Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch and, if
you are a political appointee, with the Trump Ethics Pledge.
This event qualifies for the Widely-Attended-Gathering gift exception and the donor is not a
federally registered lobbyist. Thus, OGC/Ethics determines that your attendance at the event
is in the Agency’s interest because it will further agency programs and operations. Should you
attend the dinner and/or reception, then you will NOT be required to report this as a gift on
your financial disclosure report form because the fair market value is BELOW the reporting
threshold.
This approval applies only to invitations from ELI itself. Any invitations from other sources will
require separate determinations by either OGC or the appropriate Deputy Ethics Official. This
determination covers you only -- the invitation is not transferable and is not intended for more
than just one attendee.
Acceptance of Free Attendance to a Dinner and Fundraiser (WAG rule)
The gift offered is an evening reception and dinner sponsored by ELI. Because the organization
is offering you a complimentary ticket, we must analyze it according the gift rules. Generally,
federal employees are prohibited from accepting gifts given because of their official position
or given by a prohibited source (typically, a person either regulated by or seeking to do
business with the EPA). In this instance, the gift of free attendance is offered to you because
of your official position. In analyzing the situation, we determined that the WAG exception is
available because the reception will be widely attended, there will be a diversity of views
represented, and there is an opportunity for the exchange of ideas. In order to utilize this gift
exception, OGC/Ethics must also make a written determination that we believe your
attendance is in the Agency’s interest. We do, in fact, conclude that there is an Agency
interest in your attendance if you wish to attend virtually.



Please let me know if you have any questions.
Regards,
Justina
Justina Fugh | Director, Ethics Office | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room
4308 North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use
20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772








































































































































































































